
OCTOBER 1

Ruth Maxwell

SIM - Abbotsford, BC

ruth.maxwell@sim.org

I'm looking forward to the fall months and the new 

things that are in it for me. Because my boss's job is 

changing, I'm sticking close to home while she gets going 

in her new responsibilities. After the new year I will know 

more about how I can support her in the Global Director 

role she now has.

 

In the meantime, I'm busy from here with continued 

internet calls to workers in many different countries. I'm 

also taking the time to pursue personal and professional 

development. It is a delight to have this opportunity. It's 

a joy to see God order my days and bring extra 

opportunities my way.

 

OCTOBER 2

Ricky and Karen Sanchez

MBMission - Chonburi, Thailand

sierrasanchez@hotmail.com

School has started again and for us that means our two 

high school daughters are back in school in Bangkok. 

Sometimes we spend four hours in the car getting them 

to school and back each day. It is tiring and puts a great 

strain on the girls for homework time, etc. Please pray 

for them in this new school year, grades 10 and 12.  

Academics are rigorous at this school and the commute 

just makes everything that much more difficult.

 

In ministry, we are pleased to be hosting another YWAM 

team to help us and our church plants in ministry. We 

recently did another ministry trip to Cambodia to help 

our two church plants there. The poverty there is 

overwhelming, and we need prayer for how best to 

support our partner, Borey, there.  

Our church plant on Monkey Mountain, Zion MB,

continues to see people come to Christ. Unfortunately, 

all of the new believers we have from the village are too 

scared to go to church because of the pressure from the 

community. Many of them then slowly fall away from 

their faith, and as church planters this is very hard to go 

through. Please pray for a spiritual breakthrough over 

the spirits and strongholds over this community. We are 

seeing now why there has never been a church in this 

community. The enemy is actively working against our 

church on a daily basis, and we are desperate for 

breakthrough. There are several factories that we hope 

to get access to, but so far the owners are resistant. Pray 

for open doors there to go do a Bible study at lunch with 

the workers.

 

Miraculously, we were able to find a grandmother for 

one of the boys in our orphanage in January. Her and her 

boyfriend quickly moved on-site, accepted Christ and 

were on fire for the Lord. Recently, they have been 

struggling with lies from the enemy and making bad 

choices. Pray for them to cling to Jesus and to be 

delivered from evil spirits that still taunt and torment 

them.

 

Gideon and Fone are our Thai church planters, and they 

are 25 years old and going strong, but feeling 

discouraged and tired from the hard work in this area.  

Pray for rest and wisdom for them as they lead us 

forward. Pray for their new marriage and time to spend 

together.

 

We are grateful to God for three of our women from our 

Projects Standing Strong (PSS), who are off the streets of 

Pattaya now and serving the Lord fully! We praise God 

for his faithfulness to them and their courage to not go 

back to prostitution.
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Thank you for your continued prayers and support! Our 

support is currently low and needing a boost. Please 

pray for our financial support for our family and all of 

the projects we lead and raise funds for.
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OCTOBER 4

Amanda Doerksen

SIM - Niger

doerksen.a@gmail.com

This season is full of new things as I'm language learning. 

I'm in France for a year at a language school so there are 

both big and small new things in my life: new language, 

new friends, new living situation, new country, new 

culture, new foods, etc. I've only just started language 

school so please pray that I continue to approach all the 

new things in my life with excitement and curiosity as the 

year goes on.

 

Please also pray for a learning spirit and the boldness to 

practice speaking French with those around me. While 

French and English have most of the same sounds there 

are some that are different. Please pray for a listening 

ear to hear the differences and to be able to make the 

correct sounds.
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OCTOBER 5

Tony and Sarah Brown

MBMission - Panama

tonyandsarahb@outlook.com

Our biggest event in late October/early November will 

be welcoming our sweet, third baby into our family! I 

(Sarah) am nervous about the delivery in Panama, and 

invite your prayers for a safe and smooth birth. Pray 

that I can trust God in leading up to the big day, and also 

that all the logistics will go smoothly (i.e. who will care 

for our girls, the baby's legal documents, etc.). Stay 

tuned to see who this precious little one will be!

 

We invite your prayers as we seek God about how to 

deepen our connections with the Wounaan. We still 

have so much to learn about the culture and language, 

and how to be a good friend/neighbour here. We are 

longing for deeper friendships and asking God to help 

us. Please pray also that our kids make lasting 

friendships. 

 

It has been a bit of a hard season. We are leaning on the 

everlasting arms and trusting God's goodness and 

faithfulness that he shows us daily. I am so thankful that 

this is not just something that I know in my head--he 

really has shown us his great love that we can rest in. 

Please pray that our spirits are lifted up in joy and 

thanksgiving. Thank you so much for your ongoing 

prayers.

 

OCTOBER 6

Colin and Karen Ashton

Compassion Canada - Abbotsford, BC

cashton@compassion.ca

October is a wonderful month of ministry for me with 

Compassion Canada. There are many events and 

conferences that I will be attending across Canada that 

Compassion will be partnering with this month. When at 

events, we have artists and speakers who have a 

passion for advocating and speaking on behalf of 

children living in poverty and the churches in their 

communities that are providing holistic care for each 

sponsored child. Pray that many Canadian Christians 

would open their hearts to sponsoring a child or two at 

the events and conferences Compassion is at in 

October.
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This year we have one university and two high school 

students, as our kids quickly become young adults! 

They're also very active in athletics, part-time work, and 

of course, homework. I continue to struggle with 

herniated disc issues in my lower back. Prayer for God's 

healing would be so welcomed!

OCTOBER 7

Wendy Eros

MBMission - Toyota, Japan

wendyeros@gmail.com

 

On October 8th I'll head to Osaka for a team meeting. It 

will be my first chance to meet the Schulz family, serving 

at Nosegawa Bible Church. 

 

As well, typhoon season should be ending and there are 

still many areas of Japan cleaning up from the typhoons, 

landslides and earthquakes that happened during the 

summer. Please continue to pray for Japan as we 

rebuild! 

 

Please also continue to pray for healing on my left knee 

after surgery this summer. Pray for full mobility before 

December as my gospel choir has its first Christmas 

concert! 

 

Thank you and happy thanksgiving to you all.

OCTOBER 8

OCTOBER 9

Art and Eleanore Klassen

Pioneers International - Abbotsford, BC

aeklassen@shaw.ca

We were blessed recently at a conference that was 

designed to equip individuals working with Muslims.  

The teaching about Islam and the approach used to 

reach out to Muslims was extremely worthwhile. The 

highlight of the conference was hearing the testimony of 

three brothers from Saudi Arabia. They shared that God 

had changed them from radical Islam to followers of 

Jesus. They shared how God had intervened in their lives 

and all of them said that part of the journey had been 

the faithful, patient, loving way that Christians had 

ministered to them. One of them said that 20 years after 

he had become a believer he was able to connect with a 

couple who had witnessed to him and prayed for him.  

The couple, when they met with him confessed that they 

had not stopped praying for him all these twenty years. 

It challenged me to pray more faithfully for those 

students that we have connected with and who have not 

yet made that decision. Pray with us for A and Y and 

others to numerous to mention.

 

Last week we began our regular visit to TWU and were 

able to give away 22 New Testaments, most of them 

Mandarin/English, together with a Mandarin booklet 

called "Discovering God in Chinese Characters". In this 

booklet the way of salvation is very clearly shown using 

the Mandarin characters. One particularly good 

illustration shows a circle 

with the symbol for ‘me’ 

inside and the symbol for 

‘sheep’ is on the outside of 

the circle. In the second 

circle, when the sheep (the 

Lamb of God) is placed 

inside the circle it forms a 

new character meaning 

‘righteous’. They can clearly see the meaning - when we 

ask Jesus, the Lamb of God, into our lives he brings us 

into a right relationship with God. A very powerful 

message. Pray for all the students who received that 

booklet that the message will take root and bear fruit.

Several students asked about Pioneers and we were 

able to give them some literature and talk about their 

involvement in missions. One young man stopped and 

prayed for us and blessed us.

This morning I checked my emails, and a total of 22 

mailto:sierrasanchez@hotmail.com
mailto:aeklassen@shaw.ca


students had opened my email which contains a weekly 

devotional on the book of  John. Pray that even more 

would open it and expose themselves to the teaching 

devotionals, and for wisdom as I continue to write them.

OCTOBER 10

Matt and Teresa Guynup

Power to Change (Athletes in Action) - Langley, BC

guynups@hotmail.com

Every new school year brings a lot of change for me. I 

look forward to it, but this year I might experience more 

change than I have in a long time.

Aside from the new students that I will be working with, 

there are many new things within Athletes In Action that 

will be re-worked this fall. Pray for me as I make 

decisions on ministry scheduling and direction for the 

fall. Pray that things get structured so that I make the 

most of my time, and am able to build something that is 

sustainable, repeatable, and transferable. 

OCTOBER 11

Amber Griffioen

Good News International Ministries - Chiang Rai, Thailand

ambergriffioen@gmail.com

As I write this update, I'm on a visit to Canada. I'll be back 

in Thailand by November. It's so encouraging to 

reconnect with family, friends, and everyone here. What's 

new and very exciting for me is my twin sister, Amanda, 

her husband James, and their two sons are planning on 

moving to Thailand to join me in the work out there. Lord 

willing, they hope to fly back on the same flight as me. 

For this to happen they need a huge financial miracle as 

their total support is still less than 50%. But we know that 

with God anything is possible. Thanks so much for your 

prayers for partnering with me!

OCTOBER 12

 Rob and Judy Griffioen

Good News International Ministries - Canada

robandjudy2thai@gmail.com

God is answering prayer. Judy has found new 

determination to overcome the Chronic Regional Pain 

S that has made these past six months such a yndrome	

huge challenge.

Sion and Apem, our partners in Shan State, Myanmar, 
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recently took in two little gems 

named Ah-Si and Ah-Phu. Their 

father has been imprisoned (long 

term) and their mother ran away 

from home. Their great-

grandmother, who was raising 

them, is now unable to take care 

of them. Sion and Apem couldn't 

say no when she pled with them 

to take them under their care, 

even though they understood it 

could be difficult to support the girls long-term. Sion and 

Apem's dream is to train up Ah-Si and Ah-Phu to know 

and follow Jesus, so that they, like all the children in their 

ministry, will be able to impact many for God's glory.   

 

We provide full funding for housing, food and education 

for 20 children under Sion and Apem's care. However, 

Good News International Ministries is currently 

experiencing a shortage of funds for our ministries.  

Unless God intervenes through his people, Sion and 

Apem may soon need to send some of the children back.  

Please pray for our ministry:

Ÿ Pray that God will provide full healing for Judy.  

Although the pain of Chronic Regional Pain Syndrome 

is still very constant and strong, the Lord has provided 

a great health care team around her!

Ÿ Pray for God's blessing on Sion and Apem as they 

rescue and prevent children from being exploited. 

Pray that God will provide for them in huge ways.

Ÿ Pray for God to open up the flood-gates of support 

needed to provide for all of our ministries: Josh & 

Julie's House of Blessing (Thailand), Pia's ministry to 

the Moken Sea Gypsies, the Limen's family “Fourth 

Man Eagle” ministry in the Philippines, and Jordan 

Vincent Ambroise “Born of God” in Haiti.

Ÿ Pray that God will provide good rest and a time of 

refreshment for Amber.

Ÿ Pray for Amanda and James as they step out in faith 

to a new calling in Thailand. They are currently at 35% 

of overall support needed for their two-year plan. 

OCTOBER 13

Brent and Jody Nesbitt

Power to Change - Langley, BC

brent.nesbitt@powertochange.org

Jody and I are volunteering with Alpha being put on by 

our church, and Jody is also getting involved with the 

mailto:james.warkentin@p2c.com
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OCTOBER 15

Stan and Annamaria Goertzen

TEAM - Forli, Italy

goertzens@gmail.com

OCTOBER 16

Jack and Ellen Hooge

North Emerican Indigenous Ministries - Calgary, AB

jehooge@shaw.ca

OCTOBER 17

Warren and Dorothy Janzen

SEND International - Abbotsford, BC

wjanzen@send.org

OCTOBER 18

Paul and Carol Bergen

Mission Aviation Fellowship - Nampa, Idaho

pbergen@maf.org

OCTOBER 19

Harold and Betty Klassen

TeachBeyond - Abbotsford, BC

hklassen@teachbeyond.org

OCTOBER 20

Nick and Bonnie Eshuis

Power to Change - Langley, BC

nick.eshuis@powertochange.org

OCTOBER 21

Gene and Grace Fox

International Messengers - Abbotsford, BC

gene@im-canada.ca

OCTOBER 22

Cynthia Friesen

MBMission - Chiang Mai, Thailand

kainos.warrior@gmail.com

OCTOBER 23

Randy and Marjorie Friesen

MBMission - Abbotsford, BC

randyf@mbmission.org

women's ministry on Wednesdays. Pray that God would 

use our efforts to build his church.

 

Ben, who was an intern with the IT Department last year, 

has spent the past few months raising support in 

Ontario, and has just moved to BC to join our team on a 

more permanent basis.

 

Jason has taken his family of six to Malawi, Africa to work 

on the IT staff at a Christian hospital, while his wife 

(Shannon) is a nurse there. This is a long-term change in 

ministry for them, and we wish them God's best.

 

My co-worker and fellow-programmer, Mark, will be 

taking on Jason's role as Manager for the Programming 

team, which is a big shift for him (and us). Pray that the 

transition goes smoothly, and that he is able do well as a 

manager.

 OCTOBER 14

Kent and Inga Friesen

TeachBeyond - Uzhgorod, Ukraine

kdfkentyc@yahoo.com

It has been very good that Inga and I are able to be with 

my mom during this time. The surgery that was 

scheduled was canceled, as mom lost a bit more weight 

and she was extremely weak. This was a big 

disappointment, of course, but she continues to trust 

God and is thankful for his faithfulness.
 

We still plan to return to Ukraine at the end of October, 

but we really hope something can be set up with home 

care and possibly palliative care teams before we leave. 

We met with mom's doctor and he explained that 

palliative care needn't be something to fear. There are 

various stages and services provided, all with comfort as 

a focus. It seems a combination of the two programs 

(home care and palliative) might be best for mom at this 

time.
 

The doctor is also making arrangements for mom and us 

to meet with a dietician. It would be great if we could 

find a way to help mom recover some of the weight that 

has been lost. She is on strong medication for the 

constant pain she has as well, and a prayer we have is 

that the pain would subside.

 

God is amazing and, even though we don't always 

understand, his will is always perfect.
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OCTOBER 24

Trever and Joan Godard

MBMission - Guadalajara, MX

trevergodard@gmail.com

OCTOBER 25

Megan Rintoul

SIM - Bolivia

mkrintoul@gmail.com

OCTOBER 26

Josh Tournemille

YWAM - Australia

j.tournemille@gmail.com

Dave and Rushia Klassen

Power to Change (Athletes in Action) - Langley, BC

davek@athletesinaction.com

OCTOBER 27

Mike and Karen Woodard

Power to Change (Family Life Canada) - Langley, BC

mike@familylifecanada.com

Greg and Becky Ouellette

MBMission - Abbotsford, BC

gregbecky@uniserve.com
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